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Amendments to fbe Claims; 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (cunrently amended) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear 
door opening of a vehicle comprising: 

a load platform for receiving the load» the load platform being horizontally movable 
between a loading position with the load platfomi being di^sed behind a rear bumper of 
the vehicle and a transport position inside the vehicle; 

a base for being attached inside the vehicle to a vehicle floor such that a rear end of 
the base is located in proximity to the rear door opening; 

a lift unit comprising a lift support base and a left hand side and a riebt hand side 
lift actuator the lift support base for supporting the load platform when disposed outside 
the vehicle, the lift support base being mechanically connected at a left hand side and at a 
right hand side to tfie [[a]] left hand side lift actuator and the [[a]] ri^t hand side lift 
actuator^ respectively, such that the lift support base is oriented substanttEilly perpendicular 
to a longitudinal axis of each of the left and the right hand side lift actuator, t he lift 
actuators for approximately linoorly vordooUy moving the lift support base with the load 
platform substantiallv straight in a substantiallv vertical direction between a fbrst vertical 
position with the load platform being in close proximity to ground and a second vertical 
position suitable for horizontally moving the load platform mto the vehicle; and, 

a left hand side gear mechanism in m e ohoniool oommuniootion movably 
attached to a left hand side of the base and the left hand side lift actuator and a right hand 
side gear mechanism in m e chanical communication with movablv attached to a right hand 
side of the base and the right hand side lift actuator, respectively^ the left hand side gear 
mechanism and the right hand side gear mechanism for providing tramlational and 
rotational mov^cnt of the lift unit through the rear door opening of the vehicle between a 
first position inside the vehicle with the lift support base being disposed in proximity to the 
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rear door opening and oriented substantially vertical and a second position outside the 
vehicle with the lift support base and the lift actuators being disposed behind the rear 
bumper and the lift support base oriented substantially horizontal. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear 
door opening of a vehicle as defined in claim U further comprising: 

an extension unit being movably attached to the base for tronslational substantially 
straight m ovement in a substantially horizontal direction between a first position where the 
extension imit is completely inside the vehicle and a second position where a portion of the 
KCtension unit is moved through the rear door opening. 

Claim 3 (currratly amended) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear 
door opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 2, wherein the left hand side gear mechanism 
and the right hand side gear mechanism are connected to a left hand side and a right hand 
side of the extension unit, respectively, and \^erein the left hand side gear mechanism and 
the rig^t hand side gear mechanism are acting in response to the tnmsktion ai movement of 
the extension unit. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear 
door opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 3, further comprising a toothed gear drive for 
providing the tronalotioa al mov^nent of the extension unit 

Claim S (original) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear door opening 
of a vehicle as defined in claim 4, wherein the toothed ^ar drive is driven by an electric 
motor powered by a battery of the vehicle. 

Claim 6 (previously presented) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear 
door opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 1, fiirther comprising a drive mechanism for 
horizontally moving the load platform. 
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Claim 7 (original) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear door opening 
of a vehicle as defined in claim 6, wherein the drive mechanism is driven by an electric 
motor powered by a battery of the vehicle. 

Claim 8 (original) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear door opening 
of a vehicle as defined in claim 7, wherein the drive mechanism comprises a chain drive 
interacting with a toothed rack. 

Claim 9 (original) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear door opening 
of a vehicle as defined in claim 8, wherein the drive mechanism comprises a firictton drive. 

Claim 10 (origitud) An inside vehicle lift for transferring a load through a rear door 
opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 1» wherdn the load platform is supported by 
wheels and manually movable. 

Cl^ 1 1 (origmal) An inside vehicle lift for transfening a load through a rear door 
opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 1» wherein each of the lift actuators comprises a 
hydraulic cylinders. 

Claim 12 (currently amended) An inside vehicle lift for transfening a load through a rear 
door opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 3» wherein the left hand side gear mechanism 
and the rigiht hand side gear mechanism each comprise: 
a first lever pivotally coimected to the base; 

a second lever pivotally connected to the first lever and pivotally connected to a 
lever support mounted to the extension unit, the second lever for pivotally moving 4ie first 
lever in dependence upon translational movement of the extension unit; 

a third lever pivotally connected to the lever support and pivotally connected to a 
bottom portion of the lift actuator for providing substantially translational movemrat to the 
lift actuator; and. 
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Si fourth lever pivotally connected to the first lever and pivotally connected to a top 
portion of the lift actuator for providing substantially rotational movement to the lift 
actuator. 

Claim 13 (original) An inside vehicle lift for tiansfening a load through a rear door 
opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 12» wherein the lift actuator comprises a lif% 
actuator support for being in mechanical contact with the extension unit for providing 
vertical support to the lift unit \^^en disposed outside the vehicle for loading. 

Claim 14 (original) An inside vdiicle lift for transfening a load throng a rear door 
opening of a vdiicle as defined in claim 12» wherein Hie lift support base being disposed in 
proximity to an upper inclined portion of the rear door opening and oriented substantially 
parallel thereto. 

Claim 1 S (currently amended) A method for transferring a load through a rear door 
opening of a vehicle comprising: 

disposing a lift unit comprising a lift support base and a left hand side and a right 

liflnd jgide lift aCtuatOT behind a rear hiim per of the vehicle with the lift support hage hefin^ 

in close pr oxin^^^Y grounds the lift support base supporting a load platform thereupon^ 
the lift support base being mechanically connected at a left hand side and at a right hand 
side to the left hand side lift actuator and the riefat hand side lift actuator, respectivelv, such 
that the lift supTx>rt base is oriented substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of 
eadi of the left and the right hand side lift actuator, diopofiinp a load plotfomi supported bv 
o lift mipport booo behind a rear bumper of th e v e hicl e with th e load platfoim being in oloo e 
proximity to ground, the lift support baso being mcohonicaliy connooted at a left hand aid e 
and at a rigjht hand - sid e to a l e ft hand sid e lift actuator and o rigiht bond side lift actuator^ 
rofipeotiv e ly, the left hand side and the right hand side lift actuator being in meohanioal 
oommunioation with movablv attached to a left hand side and a right hand side of a base 
via a left hand side gear mechanism and a right hand side gear mechanism, respectively. 
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the base being attached inside the vehicle to a vehicle floor such that a rear end of the base 
is located in proximity to the rear door opening; 
disposing the load on the load platform; 

usiz^ the left hand side and the right hand side lift actuator lifting the lift suj^ort 
base with the load platform substantiallv straight in a substantially vertical direction to a 
vertical position suitable for horizontally moving substantiallv straight in a substantially 
horizontal direction the load platform into the vehicle; 

tronplatioa aHy moving substantia lly ytraipr^ t in a substantiallv horizontal direction 
the load platform ivith the load through tfao roor door opening fix>m the lift support base 
disposed behind the rear bumper of the vehicle through the rear door opening i nto the 
vehicle; and, 

using the left and right hand side gear me chanism^ trflnslationally and rotationally 
moving the lift siqsport base and the lift actuators through the rear door opening to a 
position inside the vehicle where the lift [[unit]] support base is disposed in proximity to 
the rear door opening and oriented substantially vertical. 

Claim 16 (original) A method for transferring a load through a rear door opening of a 
vehicle as defined in claim 15, wherein the left hand side gear mechanism and the right 
hand side gear mechanism is connected to a left band side and a right hand side of an 
extension unit, respecti vely» the extension unit being horizontally movable with respect to 
the base. 

Claim 17 (currently amended) A mediod for transferring a load through a rear door 
opening of a vehicle as defined in claim 16, further comprising tronslatioH a% moving the 
extension unit fi:om a first position where a rear portion of the extension imit is disposed 
outside the rear door opming to a second position where into tfao vehicle such that the 
complete extension unit is disposed within the vehicle. 

Claim 18 (original) A method for transferring a load tiiroug^ a rear door opening of a 
vehicle as defined in claim 17, wherein the load platform is moved onto the extension unit. 

6 

PAGE 7/18 * RCVD AT 3/13^006 6:15:04 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO.EFXRF*6/1 • DN1S:2738300 ' C81D:613 274 7414 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-26 



13 Mar 2006 6:17PM Freedman and Associates (613) 274-7414 p. 8 



US Patent Application No. 10/712,016 

Repfy to Fitua Office Action maiied on January i I, 2006 



Claim 19 (original) A method for transferring a load through a rear door opening of a 
vehicle as defined in claim 18, wherein the lift support base is moved such that the lift 
support base is disposed in proximity to an inclined upper portion of the rear door opening 
and oriented substantially parallel thereto. 
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